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The 888th meeting of the Philadelphia Ship Model Society was held at the Independence Seaport Museum on October 7th  2021 and 
called to order by Vice President Mike Weaver at 7:36 P.M. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. There were 16 members 
in attendance.

Members present: Ron Neilson,Al Curatolo, Enzo Curatolo, Ali Curatolo, Jim MacIntyre, Ron Spicer, Mike Weaver, Steve Bulova, 
Spence Delin, Joe Jordan, Harold Lazaar, Dr. Rathgeber, Todd Wardwell, Mike Zimmerman, Bobbie Zimmerman, and Joe Burkhimer.


              Sick call: Pat Leaf, Jim Wheeler, Fred Signor


 NO PROGRAM

WHITE WHALE AUCTION:

 Retired Chief Todd wardwell, the auctioneer did an entertaining and excellent job. Well done Todd.


SHACK DUTY: A reminder:  Our club has worked very hard to establish the Shack. We have to share the coverage and the

    responsibility of promoting ship model building and the club.  (Mike Weaver)

    If you would like to sit the shack, call or email Joe Jordan, jjvtown@aol.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE APRIL 2022 NORTHEAST CONFERENCE 

    2022 is the year that PSMS will be the host club. Contact Mike Weaver 215-964-0140 eghannah@gmail.com

    or Steve Bulova 215-747-7441 bulovastevel@msncom

   Guest speaker: Ron Neilson has a candidate he will contact as a speaker. We will pay for travel, board and time. Todd

    Wardwell has a candidate he will contact who lives only 5 minutes from the Port and Starboard Conference Center.

    Fred Signor has volunteered to be a judge at the Conference. 

    Conference committee is: Steve Bulova, chairman, Pat Leaf, chairman Emeritus, Ron Neilson, Fred Signor, Todd

    Wardwell, Joshua Fichmann, Mike Weaver. 

MODELCON COMMITTEE:

    Chairman: Joshua Fichmann, Jim Wheeler, Joe Jordan, Mike Weaver, Ron Neilson, and Todd Wardwell

HOLIDAY BRUNCH: Cost per person will be $35 and $20.00 for children.

PARKING: PSMS will subsidize member parking cost at $10.00 per meeting at ISM until further notice.

BREAK FOR REFRESHMENTS:

    We thank all who brought refreshments to our members meeting, especially Rick Rathgeber for his excellent apple pies.

SHOW AND TELL

   Joe Jordan,  Dumas Cris Craft radio controlled runabout. Mike Zimmerman, U.S.Navy WWII LST.


Meeting adjourned 9:20 PM

Respectfully submited,

Vice President Mike Weaver 


    BATTLESHIP NEW JERSEY:

    The battleship is open for tours every day from 11 am to

    3pm. Add a free guided tour of turret II or an engine 

     room


INDEPENDENCE SEAPORT MUSEUM 

Hours of operation 

Open full time: 10AM to 5PM seven days a week.

        DECEMBER MEETING

  The next PSMS meeting at the 
Independence Seaport Museum

              To be announced


For PSMS Name Tags

Contact Spence Delin  sdelin@verizon.com

mailto:sdelin@verizon.com
mailto:sdelin@verizon.com
mailto:sdelin@verizon.com
mailto:jjvtown@aol.com
mailto:eghannah@gmail.com
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THE WHITE WHALE SALE!

                                       fun at the Nov 4th meeting!


Auctioneer Todd Wardwell

Pies. Thanks to Rick Rathgeber 

 As always, Todd Wardwell did his 
best to make this a fun evening 
and he succeeded.

The table contained everything 
from radio control parts to pre-
carved hulls to a Micro Mark table 
saw and some things that were 
hard to identify.  And if you are a 
plastic kits fan, this was your 
night. There were many bargains. 

And so, we all look forward to 

next year and a new crop of cast 
off or dusted off donations.

Thank you all and especially Todd.


 All proceeds go to the Society.


   SEE YOU NEXT YEAR ! 
  This, of course, refers to flags.

Photos: Ron Spicer
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              PARKING 


                PSMS WILL  

          SUBSIDIZE YOUR   

            PARKING COST 

                      AT $ 10.00 

     PER  MEETING AT ISM

            UNTIL FURTHER

                        NOTICE

SHOW & TELL

Lindberg Plastic kit, scale 1/235

Mike submitted a U.S. Navy LST circa WWII, an ad hoc aircraft 
carrier for  8 Piper Cubs. These planes were launched off shore 
during an invasion as soon as airfields had been secured.

These aircraft were invaluable to the invading forces and 
performed various tasks beyond spotting enemy positions . They 
resupplied troops in rugged terrain, evacuated wounded in remote 
areas, and in Leyte, in the Philippines, they were used to drop 
personal into rugged mountain terrain.

His model also shows how the navy modified the LST’s with a 
“runway”. These aircraft could not return to the ship and had to 
land on inland prepared landing strips or grass fields.

The LST had pontoons on the sides of the hull used for creating 
floating docks for trucks and tanks and any other wheeled vehicles. 
Attached to the bow, they became an extension of the ship’s ramp 
to the shore.  Mike fabricated the “runway” superstructure, 8 
aircraft and the causeway sections to create this beautiful little 
model.  

MIKE ZIMMERMAN Photos: Ron Spicer
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SHOW & TELL

As we said last month …A gift boat while 
sitting at the shack. A model just to play 
with. A Dumas radio controlled Cris Craft 
model, 10” long packed with electronics and 
2 motors. Looks like a loser…right?

JOE JORDAN
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FROM THIS 
        to 
     THIS

Wrong. 

Joe is truly a master builder. With his skill set, he has turned this into a beautiful little model. The hull planking 
replaced with Mahogany has been sanded and coated with polyurethane. All metal parts have been fabricated and 
plated by Joe. Interior seats are also fabricated and cloth covered. Now, it looks like the 26ft tri-cockpit Chris Craft it 
was meant to be.


                                     ATTENTION SHOW AND TELLERS! 
On the following page and future issues of the Quarterdeck will be a presentation form.  
If you plan to make a presentation, please fill it out and bring it with you to the meeting  
and leave it on the table. Or, if you wish, use one of the forms provided at the meeting. 
Write as much as you can about your presentation. Include, if applicable, kit maker and 
size. Help us present your project accurately in the Quarterdeck.  
                                                    Thank you - The editor  

Photos: Ron Spicer
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                       PARADE OF LIGHTS 2021
’Tis the season to get festive at the Seaport!

Sea-librate the holiday season with the 
Independence Seaport Museum on Saturday, 
December 4, as Parade of Lights returns to the 
Delaware River. Make a day of it along the 
waterfront with crafts, activities, fun and 
exploration; And of course, there’s something for 
everyone! 

The day culminates with a lighted parade of local 
boats along the river after the sun goes down 
(roughly 5:15PM).

Members of PSMS are encouraged to participate. 
There will be table set-ups at the shack. Bring your 
lighted models to support our display.

           21 BELLS

         COMMEMORATING THE 

              UNKNOWN SOLDIER


Kevin Smith, assistant curator and curator of ships at 
the Independence Seaport Museum rings the USS 
Olympia’s bell 21 times in salute to the Unknown 
Soldier who’s casket the ship delivered to 
Washington D.C. on this date and exact time in 
1921.

Tradition dictates this ceremony is be observed 
when any personage of importance leaves the ship. 
The bell is rung to signal the presents of important 
persons. When the ship’s captain, a flag officer, or 
other important person arrives or departs, watch 
standers make the announcement to the ship and 
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THE ANNUAL PSMS HOLIDAY BRUNCH

The PSMS Holiday Brunch will be 
held again at the Corinthian Yatch 
Club on the Delaware River on 
Sunday, December 5th, 

11:30 to 3:30.
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Todd Wardwell 
Retirement

PSMS member Chief Petty Officer 
Todd Wardwell (retired) whose 
retirement has been noted in the 
September issue  has released a copy of 
his retirement plaque that lists his 
achievements during a 25 year career 
from July 1994 to October 2021.

As a member of PSMS he has been 

President, Vice President and given 

more than one lecture. We look 
forward to seeing more of Todd and 
welcome him to civilian life.

Of the 18 ribbons on his plaque, three 

are shown below.

The Coast Guard Comendation Medal 

The Dot 9-11 medal and the 

The Coast Guard Achievement Medal 


       THANK YOU FOR YOUR  
               SERVICE TODD.

A miniature 

sculpture 

in Berlin called 

“Politicians 

discussing global 

warming”



NORTHEAST CONFERENCE REPORT Photo courtesy of Pat Leaf 

   PSMS members who attended the Northeast Conference pose for their photo. They are: from left to right, Steven 
Elly Bulova, Mike and Bobby Zimmermann, Pat and Ed Leaf, Fred Signor, and Joe Jordan.

Kneeling at front left is Ron Neilson in a blue shirt.

   Steve bulova reports that there were about 100 attendees and 90 models displayed. Along with the hot lunch, the 
speaker was Rob Napier who talked about his life in ship modeling. 

   The table top demonstrators were; Chuck Passsaro from Siren Ship Model Company who demonstrated making 
scale rope using the Siren Rope Walk, Tony Mallia from the USS Constitution Model Shipwright Guild demonstrated 
digital ship modeling in 3D, from the Shipcraft Guild of New York, Marc La Guardia demonstrated scratch building 
the ornamental program for Heller’s kit, Le Soleil Royal and from the Connecticut Marine Model Society, John 
Fisher demonstrated BB gun target models.

   PSMS members met at the Latitude restaurant on Friday night before the conference and enjoyed dinner where they 
met members of other attending clubs.

   A reminder to PSMS members. We are the host club next year, April 30th 2022. 


Bring a check or 
cash to a meeting. 

Dues are $35.00 for 

an individual 
membership or 

$40.00 for a family 
membership. 


Please make the 
check out to  

PSMS


CLIP AND RETURN WITH YOUR PAYMENT 

NAME ________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
PH  _______________________  EMAIL ____________________________________ 

                                                       AMOUNT ENCLOSED ___________________

2022 DUES 
   NOTICE

I have already paid my dues for 2022

If you have already paid your dues for 2022, complete the 
coupon, check the box and return to treasurer

Steve Bulova 
Treasurer, PSMS 
4631 Larchwood Ave.  
Philadelphia, PA 19143 
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BOOKS

BATTLESHIPS YAMATO AND MUSASH
Complete with more than 1020 scale drawings and 350 color 3D views
By Janusz and Stefan Draminski
Published by Bloomsbury
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Lindblad Expeditions’ Second Polar Ship Christened
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                 Give a day to the ISM Shack experience.

                                       Sat. 10 AM to 5 PM or Sunday 12 noon to 4 PM

                                         Contact: Joe Jordan   jjvtown@aol.com   609 518-9672

NOTICE : At the present time, Shack sitters will have to pay to park. Parking costs will be reimbursed thru 
 the Treasurer Steve Bulova. Call 215-747-7441 or email bulovastevel@msn.com 

        

Photo Ron Spicer

THE SHIP MODEL SHACK

   SHACK DUTY - A REMINDER

Our club has worked very hard to establish the

     Shack. We as, a group, have to share the 
coverage and the responsibility of promoting ship 
model building and the club. Those who can are

    urged to step up. See if you can volunteer

                     one day a year.

                        Thank you.

                                          (Mike Weaver)

 

   PARKING COSTS WILL BE REIMBURSED ! 

mailto:jjvtown@aol.com
mailto:bulovastevel@msn.com


THE SSMA 
JOURNAL
Become a member of  
SSMA 
 Annual dues are $25.00 
All membership
applications and renewals 
should  be sent to:
Heinz Ricken 

514 Cranford Avenue      

Cranford   NJ 07016

PSMS SHIRTS & CAPS WITH

EMBROIDERED SOCIETY LOGO


LONG SLEEVED POLO SHIRTS NAVY BLUE     
   Men’s sizes small thru 4 XL.                                
   Add $2.00 for 2XL, $3.00 for 3XL and $4.00 for 4 XL 
                                                                                       $35.00                                                                                                                                     
   Women’s sizes thru 2X.                                         $35.00

    SHORT SLEEVED POLO SHIRTS, NAVY BLUE
    Men’s sizes small thru 6XL and tall in XL thru 3X
    Women’s sizes small thru 3XL                               $28.75
    Hat 6 panel wave cap, navy with white trim         $14.50

         FOR ORDERS:

                 Contact Pat Leaf at pjlebl@comcast.net
                        Please be sure of your size
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The Philadelphia Ship Model Society (PSMS) meets on the 
                  first Thursday of each month at the 
     Independence Seaport Museum (ISM) at 1900 hours. 
                      ISM is located at Penns Landing, 
                        211 South Columbus Boulevard, 
                       Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106. 

GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME

PSMS annual dues are $35.00 for an INDIVIDUAL 

MEMBERSHIP 
$40.00 for a FAMILY MEMBERSHIP: Includes 
MEMBER as well as family with children FREE

Short Sleeved Polo

FORTH COMING EVENTS

December 4th               ISM Parade of Lights. 
December  5th              Holiday Brunch  Corinthian 
                                      Yatch Club
December 7th               Pearl Harbor Day
April 30, 2022              Northeast Conference   
                                      PSMS hosts
June, 2022                     Pennsville Farm and Craft Show
                                      Date to be announced
July 4th                         Independence Day
June,                              Pennsville Farm and Craft Show
                                      Date to be announced

                                                                                                

                                     


Delaware Valley Chapter meetings are held at The 
Independence Seaport Museum at Penn’s landing on 
the Delaware River. Membership is $15 for one 
year. Contact Steve Lovless at 
slldvesshsa@gmail.com or 215-495-8889 for more 
details or if you are interested in joining
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Remember Pearl Harbor

mailto:pjlebl@comcast.net
mailto:slldvesshsa@gmail.com
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QUARTERDECK SUBMISSIONS

Take pictures with your camera or cell phone of a current or past project that you would like to show  (maybe  you already 
have). Include a description. Be sure to include the name of your (project, ship), scale, scratch or kit (manufacturer), era 
(year) and country, and anything you would want to say about your  project. Just as you would when you fill out the 
presentation sheet at the meeting or stand up and talk.

A word about pictures. Make sure they are well lighted, (possibly take them outside) and in focus and no more than 2 or 3. 
Put them against plain backgrounds if possible - not on your oriental rug. But workbench shots are welcome. Send them to 
the editor:

                spicer@icloud.com
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spicer@icloud.com


